COMNTRACTORS STATE LICENSE BOARD

- — —

News Release

www.cslb.ca.gov | www.CheckTheLicenseFirst.com |www.SeniorScamStopper.com

March 21, 2022 CSLB #22-02

CSLB Media Contacts

Joyia Emard Kevin Durawa
Information Officer Il Information Officer
916.880.0590 916.255.4693
joyia.emard@cslb.ca.gov kevin.durawa@cslb.ca.gov

Unlicensed Contractors Cited in Fresno County
Undercover Sting

Contractors State License Board warns consumers about the dangers of
hiring unlicensed contractors for Spring projects

(La traduccioén al espariol sigue)

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — With the start of spring, the home improvement project season
for consumers has begun. Property owners must remember to protect themselves by
hiring only licensed contractors for spring projects. A recent Contractors State License
Board (CSLB) sting operation in Fresno resulted in 16 unlicensed contractors issued
Notice to Appear in criminal court citations for contracting without a license.

| “Before obtaining bids for home improvement

| projects, consumers need to do their homework to
confirm they are hiring a licensed contractor,” said
CSLB Registrar David Fogt. “Unlicensed
contractors have not verified minimum experience
requirements, do not have workers compensation
insurance, and often fail to properly perform work
for which money was received.”

The February 23-24, 2022, undercover sting
operation was conducted with detectives from the
California Department of Insurance (CDI). CSLB’s
Statewide Investigative Fraud Team members posed as homeowners and contacted
suspected unlicensed contractors through their advertisements to perform drywall,
concrete, fencing, landscaping, masonry, and painting work. One suspect provided a



http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
http://www.checkthelicensefirst.com/
http://www.seniorscamstopper.com/
mailto:joyia.emard@cslb.ca.gov
mailto:kevin.durawa@cslb.ca.gov
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/GeneralInformation/Newsroom/

bid of $16,000 for synthetic grass, well over the legal limit for when a contractor’s
license is required.

In California, it's illegal for an unlicensed person to perform any contracting work on a
project valued at $500 or more in combined labor and material costs. Sixteen people
cited during the sting face a mlsdemeanor charqe of contractlng W|thout a Ilcense First-

conviction penalties include up to
six months in jail and/or up to
$5,000 in fines. Penalties are more
severe with each successive
violation. A second conviction
carries a mandatory sentence of
90 days in jail.

During the sting, one of the
contractors cited for unlicensed
contracting was found to have a no
bail warrant for Failure to Appear
in Court. He was taken into
custody by CDI detectives and
transported to the Fresno County
Jail.

CSLB-licensed contractors have met experince a testing requirements, carry a
license bond, passed a criminal background check, and certify they either do not have
workers or carry workers’ compensation insurance for employees.

Tips for Hiring a Contractor

Hire only California-licensed contractors. Ask to see the license. The number must be
on all advertisements, contracts and business cards.

Check the license number on CSLB'’s website or by phone at 800-321-CSLB (2752).
Confirm the contractor has workers’ compensation insurance for employees.

Create a personalized list of licensed, area contractors using the Find My Licensed
Contractor.

Get three bids, check references, and get a written contract.
Don't rush into decisions and don't hire the first contractor who comes along.
Don't pay more than 10 percent down or $1,000—whichever is less.

Don't pay cash, and don't let the payments get ahead of the work. Only pay for work as
it is completed to your satisfaction.
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Keep a job file of all project papers, including correspondence and copies of all
payments.

Avoid making the final payment until you’re satisfied with the job.

For more information, visit CSLB’s website, or connect with us on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and YouTube.

Remodeling Licensing Options for Contractors

CSLB developed a B-2 Residential Remodeling Classification last year. It is available to
qualified individuals working on home improvement work, including bathroom and
kitchen remodels, replacement of cabinets, flooring, plumbing and electrical fixtures and
other home improvement projects. However, the work can’t involve structural alterations
on loadbearing walls. Learn more about the B-2 license here.

High resolution versions of the photos included in this release are available upon
request.

Video Footage: No video of these sweeps is available, however the video clips below
are from a January 2020 sting operation in Paradise, California.

One-minute clip here: https://youtu.be/8Mp1UICfgRE
Longer version: https://youtu.be/6JVKVxvHNrO

About CSLB: CSLB operates under the umbrella of the Department of Consumer Affairs and
licenses and regulates nearly 285,000 contractors in California. In 2021, CSLB helped

consumers recover more than $44 million in ordered restitution.
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Contratistas sin licencia citados en operacion encubierta en el
condado de Fresno

Junta de Licencias Estatales de Contratistas advierte a los consumidores sobre los
peligros de contratar contratistas sin licencia para proyectos de primavera

SACRAMENTO, California — Con el comienzo de la primavera, la temporada de proyectos de
mejoras para el hogar para los consumidores ha comenzado. Los propietarios deben recordar
protegerse contratando solo contratistas con licencia para proyectos de primavera. Una
operacion reciente de la Junta de Licencias Estatales de Contratistas (CSLB) en Fresno resulté en

gue 16 contratistas sin licencia emitieran un Aviso de Comparecencia en citaciones de la corte
penal por contratar sin licencia.

{ "Antes de obtener ofertas para proyectos de mejoras

| para el hogar, los consumidores deben hacer su tarea
para confirmar que estan contratando a un contratista
con licencia", dijo el registrador de CSLB, David Fogt.
"Los contratistas sin licencia no han verificado los
requisitos minimos de experiencia, no tienen seguro
de compensacion para trabajadores y,
frecuentemente no realizan adecuadamente el
trabajo por el que se recibié dinero".

La operacidon encubierta del 23 al 24 de febrero de
2022 se llevo a cabo con detectives del Departamento de Seguros de California (CDI). Los
miembros del Equipo de Investigacién de Fraude Estatal de CSLB se hicieron pasar por
propietarios de viviendas y contactaron a presuntos contratistas sin licencia a través de sus
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anuncios para realizar trabajos de paneles de yeso, concreto, cercas, paisajismo, albafiileria, y
pintura. Un sospechoso presentd una oferta de $16,000 por césped sintético, muy por encima
del limite legal para cuando se requiere la licencia de un contratista.

En California, es ilegal que una persona sin licencia realice cualquier trabajo de contratacion en
un proyecto valorado en $500 o mdas en costos combinados de mano de obra y materiales.
Dieciséis personas arrestadas durante
la picadura enfrentan un cargo menor
de contratar sin licencia. Las
sanciones por primera condena
incluyen hasta seis meses de carcel y /
o hasta $5,000 en multas. Las
sanciones son mas severas con cada
violacion sucesiva. Una segunda
condena conlleva una sentencia
obligatoria de 90 dias de carcel.

Durante la operacién, se descubrid
gue uno de los contratistas citados
por contratacién sin licencia tenia una
orden de no fianza por no comparecer
ante el tribunal. Fue detenido por
detectives de CDI y transportado a la
carcel del condado de Fresno.

Los contratistas con licencia de CSLB han cumplido con los requisitos de experiencia y pruebas,
tienen una fianza de licencia, pasaron una verificacion de antecedentes penales y certifican que
no tienen trabajadores o tienen seguro de compensacién de trabajadores para empleados.

Consejos para contratar a un contratista

Contrate solo contratistas con licencia de California. Pida ver la licencia. El nUmero debe estar
en todos los anuncios, contratos y tarjetas de visita.

Verifique el nUmero de licencia en el sitio web de CSLB o por teléfono al 800-321-CSLB (2752).
Confirme que el contratista tiene un seguro de compensacioén para trabajadores para los
empleados.

Cree una lista personalizada de contratistas de area con licencia utilizando Find My Licensed
Contractor.

Obtenga tres ofertas, verifique las referencias y obtenga un contrato por escrito.

No se apresure a tomar decisiones y no contrate al primer contratista que venga.
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No pague mas del 10 por ciento 0 $1,000, lo que sea menor. No pague en efectivo y no permita
gue los pagos se adelanten al trabajo. Solo pague por el trabajo a medida que se completa a su
satisfaccion.

Mantenga un archivo de trabajo de todos los documentos del proyecto, incluida la
correspondencia y las copias de todos los pagos.

Evite hacer el pago final hasta que esté satisfecho con el trabajo.

Para obtener mas informacion, visite el sitio web de CSLB o conéctese con nosotros en
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram y YouTube.

Opciones de licencias de remodelacion para contratistas

CSLB desarrollé una Clasificacion de Remodelacién Residencial B-2 el afio pasado. Est3
disponible para personas calificadas que trabajan en trabajos de mejoras para el hogar,
incluidas remodelaciones de bafios y cocinas, reemplazo de gabinetes, pisos, plomeria y
accesorios eléctricos y otros proyectos de mejoras para el hogar. Sin embargo, el trabajo no
puede implicar alteraciones estructurales en las paredes de carga. Obtenga mas informacidn
sobre la licencia B-2 aqui.

Las versiones de alta resolucion de las fotos incluidas en esta version estan disponibles bajo
peticidn.

Imagenes de video: No hay video de estos operaciones disponible, sin embargo, los videoclips a
continuacion son de una operacién de enero de 2020 en Paradise, California. Clip de un minuto
aqui: https://youtu.be/8Mp1UICfgRE

Versidn mas larga: https://youtu.be/6JVKVxvHNr0

Acerca de CSLB: CSLB opera bajo el paraguas del Departamento de Asuntos del Consumidor y otorga
licencias y regula a casi 285,000 contratistas en California. En 2021, CSLB ayudé a los consumidores a

recuperar mds de S 44 millones en restitucién ordenada.

HitH

Este correo electrénico se envié porque se suscribié a la funcion de alerta por correo electrénico en
el sitio web de la Junta de Licencias Estatales de Contratistas (CSLB), www.cslb.ca.gov, o porque
indicé su interés en recibir materiales de CSLB electronicamente. Su direccién de correo electrénico
no se comparte con fuentes de terceros. Suscribete Unsubscribe.

Por favor, no responda a este correo electronico. La informacion de contacto se puede
encontrar en el sitio web de CSLB.



http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/CSLB.CA
https://twitter.com/CSLB
https://www.instagram.com/cacontractorsboard/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVwfDf5K_LVzW3eY14UUFwA
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/IndustryBulletins/2021/B-2_classification.pdf
https://youtu.be/8Mp1UICfgRE
https://youtu.be/8Mp1UICfgRE
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist-manage.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd2010ca7e5e543867a25f75c6%26id%3D8b514b6b74%26e%3D29d9930227&data=04%7C01%7CSGajarian%40kmph.com%7C9651ec2979644aedf71e08d9640146e7%7C897dbc0dc02d43479a713e589c67f8aa%7C0%7C0%7C637650778939416243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GVAGcJtRnad6gE%2FwkZX%2FMOAq2K7S6syK6GauwRzXmf8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/EmailAlerts
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/EmailAlerts
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Contact_CSLB.aspx

	This email was sent because you subscribed to the email alert feature on the Contractors State License Board (CSLB) website, www.cslb.ca.gov, or because you indicated an interest in receiving CSLB materials electronically. Your email address is not shared with third party sources. Subscribe Unsubscribe.
	Please do not reply to this email. Contact information can be found on the CSLB website.
	Contratistas sin licencia citados en operación encubierta en el condado de Fresno




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Fresno County Sting.FINAL2.ENGLIGH.SPANISH.WEB axh.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

